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hard. I think it can be the organizing prin-
ciple to get to the objective that our ques-
tioner asks. Unfortunately, my successors will
have to do a lot of the work, but I hope we’ll
at least have laid the foundation for it, be-
cause it will be one of the most significant
public questions of the next, not just the next
century, the next couple of decades. It would
be on my list of three.

[The question-and-answer portion of the
evening continued. The President then made
closing remarks.]

The President. Well, I will be very brief.
First of all, I think we should thank our
speakers again. They were magnificent. [Ap-
plause]

Secondly, I would like to say that I think
we all leave here feeling that we now have
more questions than we did when we showed
up, which means they succeeded. I would
just like to leave you with this one thought.
You all know that I am a walking apostle of
hope and progress. The question is, how do
you pursue it without arrogance, with appro-
priate humility, and without a definition that
is too narrow?

Reverend Jackson asked a question about
Africa, and Dr. Marty gave a great rejoinder
about how we had to be more concerned be-
cause there were more and more Christians
growing in Africa and fewer elsewhere. I
would like to ask you to think about another
thing.

Our whole sense of time and marking time
is so rooted in the development of our var-
ious monotheistic philosophies, Christianity
for me, and for many of you, or Judaism or
Islam. How do you think this whole discus-
sion would sound, tonight, to a serious Bud-
dhist or a serious Confucian? How would we
argue with them about the idea of progress.
How would they argue with us about the idea
of the immutable? How can we reconcile the
two? Because in the end, that’s what religious
faith does. It gives you a sense of the timeless
and a sense of what you’re supposed to do
with your time.

And I just—this has been thrilling for me.
But I hope all of you will remember the ques-
tion I asked you. And if you feel so inclined
later, feel free to write to me about the things
that you’re most worried about and the most

hopeful about, and what you think I ought
to spend my time between now and the mil-
lennium doing for you and the rest of the
world.

Thank you. Join us in the dining room for
a reception. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The White House Millennium Evening
program began at 7:37 p.m. in the East Room
at the White House. In the President’s remarks,
he referred to physicist Stephen W. Hawking and
civil rights leader Rev. Jesse Jackson. The lecture,
‘‘The Meaning of the Millennium,’’ was presented
by Natalie Zemon Davis, professor emeritus,
Princeton University, and Martin E. Marty, direc-
tor, the Public Religion Project. The transcript
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of the First Lady,
Professor Davis, and Professor Marty, as well as
the question-and-answer portion of the evening.
The lecture was cybercast on the Internet.

Memorandum on Assistance to
Kosovo
January 25, 1999

Presidential Determination No. 99–10

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
2(c)(1) of the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended

Pursuant to section 2(c)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as
amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(c)(1), I hereby de-
termine that it is important to the national
interest that up to $25 million be made avail-
able from the U.S. Emergency Refugee and
Migration Assistance Fund to meet the ur-
gent and unexpected needs of refugees and
migrants.

These funds may be used to meet the ur-
gent and unexpected needs of refugees, dis-
placed persons, victims of conflict, and other
persons at risk due to the Kosovo crisis.
These funds may be used, as appropriate, to
provide contributions to international and
nongovernmental organizations. You are au-
thorized and directed to inform the appro-
priate committees of the Congress of this de-
termination and the use of funds under this
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authority, and to arrange for the publication
of this determination in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on January 26.

Remarks at the Welcoming
Ceremony for Pope John Paul II
in St. Louis, Missouri
January 26, 1999

Your Holiness; Archbishop Rigali; Arch-
bishop Montalvo; Governor Carnahan;
Mayor Harmon; County Executive Westfall;
Ambassador Boggs; Members of Congress;
members of the Cabinet; our visitors from
the Vatican; my fellow Americans:

Your Holiness, on behalf of all of us gath-
ered here today, indeed, on behalf of all the
people of our beloved Nation, we welcome
you back to America. Your return brings joy
not only to the Catholic faithful but to every
American who has heard your message of
peace and charity toward all God’s children.
And we thank you for first going to Mexico
and for reaching out to all the people of the
Americas.

We greet you, and we thank you. For 20
years, you have lifted our spirits and touched
our hearts. For 20 years, you have challenged
us to think of life not in terms of what we
acquire for ourselves but in terms of what
we give of ourselves.

This is your seventh visit to the United
States, your 85th visit abroad as the Bishop
of Rome. Through it all, you have given of
yourself with a boundless physical energy
which can only find its source in limitless
faith. You have come in the final year of a
century that has seen much suffering but
which ends with great hope for freedom and
reconciliation. It is a moment anticipated by
countless prayers, brought forward by count-
less hands, and shaped very much by you,
Holy Father, and your 20-year pilgrimage.

We honor you for helping to lead a revolu-
tion of values and spirit in central Europe
and the former Soviet Union, freeing millions
to live by conscience, not coercion, and free-
ing all of us from the constant fear of nuclear
war. We honor you for standing for human

dignity, human rights, and religious freedom
and for helping people to find the courage
to stand up for themselves, from Africa to
Asia to the Western Hemisphere.

We honor you for your work to bring peace
to nations and peoples divided by old hatreds
and suspicions, from Bosnia and Kosovo, to
central Africa, to Indonesia, to the Middle
East, even to our own communities. People
still need to hear your message that all are
God’s children, all have fallen short of His
glory, all the injustices of yesterday cannot
excuse a single injustice today.

Holy Father, we are moved by your desire
to mark the new millennium with a journey
to Jerusalem, to bring mercy and reconcili-
ation to all those who believe in one God,
in the holy place where all our faiths began.

Your Holiness, we honor you, too, because
you have never let those of us who enjoy the
blessings of prosperity, freedom, and peace
forget our responsibilities. On your last visit
to the United States you called on us to build
a society truly worthy of the human person,
a society in which none are so poor they have
nothing to give and none are so rich they
have nothing to receive. Today you visit an
America that is thriving but also striving,
striving to include those who do not yet share
in our prosperity at home and striving to put
a human face on the global economy by ad-
vancing the dignity of work, the rights of
women, the well-being of children, and the
help of our common environment.

You will see an America that is not simply
living for today but working for future gen-
erations, an America working harder to be
what you have asked us to be, an example
of justice and civic virtues, freedom fulfilled,
and goodness at home and abroad.

The Catholic Church in America is helping
all of us to realize that vision. Here in St.
Louis, Catholic charities are helping families
conquer violence and drug abuse, helping
people in need to find work and to finance
their first homes, helping refugees from war-
torn lands to build new lives, building hous-
ing for the elderly, including the new Pope
John Paul II Apartments, and leading count-
less other efforts that lift our people’s lives.

All over our country, the Catholic faithful
do this work for the sake of all Americans,
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